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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is an image processing apparatus having a large number of image processing functions, in which resources 
necessary for code processing units can be suppressed while a large-scale decline in performance is prevented. The apparatus includes 
a plurality of code processing unit (310) for executing coding and decoding of image data, and a plurality of request- source task units 
(301 to 308) (print function, scanner function and FAX transceive function). The request- source task units request any ones of the 
plurality of code converters to perform a code conversion of image data. The number of request-source task units is greater than 
the number of code converters and a degree of priority has been set for each one. A code-processing acquisition determination unit 
(309) always assigns the plurality of code converting units to processing requests from request- source task units (301 to 304) having 
a high priority and, if there is an idle code converting unit among the plurality of code converting units, assigns the code converting 
unit to a processing request from request-source task unit (305 to 308) having a low priority. 



WO 2005/086470 Al t Hill llllllll II llllll Mill IIMI lllll llll I II III lllll lllll lllll lllll lllll llll lllllll llll Mil llll 



TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM, 
ZW. 

(84) Designated States ( unless otherwise indicated, for every 
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH, 
GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, NA, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, 
ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), 
European (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, 
FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, MC, NL, PL, PT, RO, 



SE, SI, SK, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, 
GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 

Published: 

— with international search report 

For two -letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



